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MARK CROWE
PASSES AWAY

n Friday August 14" Mark Crowe
the son of founding member Les
passed away in his sleep. Mark

was 42 years of age and had lived life to
the fullest. His lasting memory at the club
is one of an active member willing to help
wherever he could, committed to our club
100% of the time he was there.

Born Mark Andrew Crowe on April 28"
1967 to parents Les & Judy, the younger
brother to Stephen & Lisa and older
brother to Colin, Mark came into the
world  with  many problems and
throughout many operations fought hard
to stay with us early on.

He had been a member of the
Knoxbrooke community for most of his
life having been educated there in his
younger years. In 1997 he applied to
work at the newly purchased nursery
where he gained a Tafe accredited
certificate 1 class in Horticulture and
learnt to drive the nursery tractor.

Marks great love of sport; in particular the
Collingwood Footy Club and the
Bayswater Park CC were other major
areas of his life. In winter he loved
nothing more than going to the footy with
Les or watching Collingwood on the TV,
In summer though it was Cricket. With
his dad and both brothers playing at
Baysie Park, Mark was always at the club
and willing to help where he could.

As a youngster he wanted nothing more
than to join his brothers out on the park
or dad in the afternoon.

On some occasions when the senior
game had finished the opposition players
would stay on the field to let Mark have a

bat which he got a great kick out of. Later
he helped at training by timing the
batsmen’s practice sessions. 10 minutes
and the ferocious call of “CHANGE
CHANGE CHANGE” rang out to signal
the end of their time.

On Saturdays he would commit himself
to the scoreboard for the afternoon, with
coca cola in hand he made the

scoreboard his own.

In the last 3 years and in particular last
season the sight of team Crowe
wandering up to the club was more
regular than in the few years proceeding,
with Les on a rehydration mission, Mark
controlling the scoreboard and helping
with drinks breaks.

He had a unique relationship with club
Captain Ben Beech, instantly formed
when they met and from there Mark was
appointed as one of the assistant
coaches last year in our premiership
season, like all his roles at the club he
committed himself fully to his new
position. Whenever there was a team
meeting such as before the game or an
on field huddle Mark was there to
encourage and will the players on to
greater heights. There was no one
prouder than Mark when we won the 1%
eleven Premiership and at presentation
night a couple of weeks after.

At his funeral attended by a crowd of
over 90, including family, the Knoxbrooke
community and many representatives
from our club, heard eulogies from
representatives from Knoxbrooke Rad
Kilian, Paul Dodd from BPCC, his brother
Stephen and best mate, dad Les.

The GM and one of Marks trainers and
friend for 19 years Peter Berthleson told
of an adolescent coming to their
community growing into a young man
and going on to work in their nursery.
That he had made many lifelong friends
along the way including the love of his life
Linda. Mark had also been a loved
member of The Haven, where he and his
other friends lived and worked together.

Paul Dodd spoke of the way Mark
challenged life and was fully committed
to being part of the action wherever he
was. He said that Mark was caring and
considerate of others and never forgot a
face. He loved being at the cricket club
and greeted friends with a big smile and
a firm hand shake. Mark was always in
the moment, never worrying about the
past only to remember old friends, never
in the future — that didn’t matter, just into
what he was doing at the time.

Stephen told of a brother who wanted to
be in everything and the years they had
spent growing up together on behalf of
his brother and sister.

Les told us of his best mate who called
him pal and enjoyed Tuesday night
Chinese with he and wife Judy. He told of
the love within the family and that Judy
called him Mister Mark and Mark called
her Mother dear. How he made many
friends at Knoxbrooke and had a loving
relationship with Linda. When he and
Mark would go to the footy, whilst others
were admiring Didak, Buckley and
Daicos, Mark admired Colin Arnell the
head trainer for Collingwood and life
member of BPCC. He told us of his love
for Cricket and BPCC, at one stage going
out and buying with his own money a
helmet and 2 pairs of cricket gloves
because he had decided to play that
season and would be padded up behind
the nets ready for his turn. (Adding that
the 2" pair of gloves was in case he had
a long innings and may of needed a fresh
pair.)

In the end it was about a lifelong mate
who looked at others and admired their
talent, but never envied them. Of a mate
who never knew the words or meanings
of spite, prejudice or Envy. He never had
time for that, he was too busy challenging
himself or having a coffee and a good
time.

When Les had finished he said goodbye
to mark as mark had said to him many
times: 10-4 Good buddy — Over & Out

After the service all who attended were
invited back to Guy Turner reserve where
food and refreshments were served along
with old stories and loud laughter.

Les, asked recently to sum up Marks
contribution to the club he said, | guess
it's just that Mark epitomized the spirit
that made our Club great. That is to
say, he always accepted everyone not for
who they were or what they did but on
whether they were good people or not.
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WORK STARTS
ON NET
IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to our practice

nets are well under way with

stage 1 the extension of the first
net, to enclose the bowling machine and
the addition of one extra section to the
rear fence completed.
Under the minor capital works grant
scheme, the City of Knox granted us
$10,000 to further improve our already
outstanding training facilities.

By the time you receive this newsletter
the run-up’s and the follow through for
the bowlers will be improved with a 2M
concrete strip laid before the bowling
crease & a further 1M on the follow
through. Further works in front of the
storage shed with concreting and a
retaining wall will help with runoff from
the slope.

When completed the bowling machine
will be fully enclosed for added safety,
entry into that net for batsmen will be via
a single gate next to the shed and further
protection for cars in the car park. The
retaining wall on the west side will finish
off the area and help keep balls in the
area.

AFL Grand
Final Day 2009

his first function of the season is

always a big one so make you are

there to help the club get off to a
good start to 2009-10. Last year about
100 were at the club to watch the Hawks
beat the Cats on the big screen, with a
large portion of them dressed in footy
attire. Inside 50 was also a success with
prime seats and drinks during the game
for $50. This year the theme is 1980’s
football heroes. Dress up as a star! Entry
to grand final day is free and lunch will be
available to buy.

PREMIERSHIP
COACH
RE-SIGNS

remiership Coach Leigh Callander
has re-signed for a further season
as Head coach of the club. In an

unexpected move Leigh came to the
cricket department with a plan and
structure which would enable him to
continue to coach with an extended
coaching panel to take some of the
workload.

With Robin Court reappointed coaching
director, Leigh Head coach and both
Gareth  Winsper & Paul Huysing
appointed lower grade coaches the new
positions are; 2 training coaches in
Mathew Parker & Marcus Adams and 2
fielding coaches in Jamie Devenish &
Jarrod Kimberly.

Leigh thinks this group of players can be
successful in Chandler Shield if they take
the same work ethic as last year into the
new season. Training continues indoor at
Topline until outdoor training starts in the
near future.

MILO in2 CRICKET

He MILO in2 Cricket program is

an introductory cricket program

for boys and girls aged 5 to 9
years old.
The program is generally conducted
over a 12 week period and our
program starts in early November.
All participants receive a MILO in2
cricket bat, cricket ball, carry bag, t-
shirt, bucket hat and more.
Registration day is Sunday October 4" at
Guy Turner Reserve and begins at
9.30am. More information is available by
contacting Milo coordinator Troy Cogan
on 0414 884 085.

NEW
SPONSORS

NEEDED

nce again as with the last 2
seasons senior players should
take responsibility for gaining
some sort of sponsorship for the club and
would like to continue the plan that
worked so well in the past.

The 1% eleven players this season will be
once again asked to find a business to
personally sponsor them for $100 as part
of their fee payment.

In return each player who gains
sponsorship will have his photograph
clearly displayed in our home clubrooms
with the sponsor's name and logo
attached to the bottom. The sponsor
would also receive some advertising in
our senior and junior newsletters.

The 1% eleven players will be asked to
lead the way with this and it is hoped all
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senior players and many club members
will follow their lead. All money raised
with this sponsorship drive will be
directed into much needed area’s of the
club including player development and
developing junior players in the way of
vital equipment and coaching.

Do you think you can find a new sponsor
for the club? If you can gain one to the
value of $100, we will give you $50 in
club credits. If you secure a sponsorship
for $500, we will give you $200 in club
credits and a $1000 sponsorship we will
give you $350 in club credits.

Depending on the level of sponsorship
the club offers signage in a prominent
positon and  advertising in  all
newsletters.

If you can help in this area, do not
hesitate in contacting Timothy Court on
0407 838 275 or go to our web site for all
sponsorship packages.

- ./0122*0

CINEMA
UNDER THE
STARS

ree cinema under the stars, for the

citizens of Bayswater and the

greater Knox community. Held
monthly from November — March on an
annual ongoing basis is a new initiative
by the club. Welcoming families and
community groups from within the
municipality (Mainly Bayswater and
surrounding areas) to create connections
and build relationships  within the
community. Screened on a Friday
evening it will give families a great
opportunity to relax at the end of the
week in a friendly non evasive and free
atmosphere. With input from other user
groups to network with the community,
cinema under the stars will attract a
positive friendly atmosphere.

An application to the City of Knox for a
$20,000 grant from the community
development fund has been submitted
and the process will take until November
if approved. Our club has long
considered itself to be a leader in the
community and Cinema under the stars
will give the community a chance to be
connected by meeting and having a bite
to eat and a drink to relax with.

We will be looking to have other
community groups involved on screening
nights, advertising on the screen at
interval, sales of food and drink and
promotion of our club and the other
community groups.

DATES TO
REMEMBER

Saturday Sep 26 — AFL Grand Final Day

Saturday October 3 — Chandler Shield
Round one V Croydon Ranges (Home)

Saturday October 17 — Michael Jackson
Tribute night

PAVILION
EXTENSION
RECIEVES
KICK START

ayswater Strikers President Sally-
Ann Sherman and BPCC club
Secretary Paul Dodd made a

submission on behalf of both clubs to the
City of Knox councilors to request
funding for the design and plans for dual
sex, change facilities at Guy Turner
Reserve. The councilors were told of the
cramped and uninviting conditions in the
clubrooms on match day when as many
as 5 soccer games were played with both
men and woman having to change in the
one area. Since upgrading the pavilion 14
years ago both clubs now field women'’s
teams, a situation not catered for at the
time.

Later that evening at the councilor's
ordinary meeting they recommended
$35,000 towards the design and plans in
the 2009/10 budget.

Since then our club and officers from the
council have met for preliminary talks
and hope to have a completed design by
the Christmas break.

NEW PLAYING
STRUCTURE

special general meeting of the
RDCA called by a majority of club
has voted to adopt a proposal by

Warrandyte CC to restructure the senior
playing competition. From this season on
there will be 12 teams each in the
premier grades of the association. For
our club it means little except the 3rds
will now play 80 over & 40 over games.
Our 5 senior sides will play in the
following grades. — Chandler Shield, A,
C, F & G Grades. Heathmont Baptists
have also come into the competition and
will play in Wilkins

WEB SITE GETS
BOOST

quick look at our web site at
www.bpcc.org.au and you will
notice a great deal of work has

been done on it. For starters statistics
and scorecards from years past are
being uploaded. Also a new feature will
be the posting of teams as well. Check it
out, it's great!
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Textured Finishes
And

Solid Plastering

Contact Paul 0416 127 7 74

Located in Dorset Square Boronia
Phone 9762 8744 www.metroboronia.com




